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MAPPING THE GOSPELS

How many Gospels?

One?

Four?

Five?

Twenty Two?

Thirty?
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Early Gospels:  
Sayings Gospels

Sayings Gospel Q

Gospel of Thomas

Secret Book (Apocryphon) of James

Dialogue of the Savior

Gospel of Mary

Gospel of Judas

Gospel Oxyrhynchus 1224

Early Gospels:  
Narrative Gospels
Gospel of Mark

Gospel of Matthew

Signs Gospel

Gospel of John

Gospel of Luke

Gospel Oxyrhynchus 840

Gospel of the Nazoreans

All four NT Gospels 
from this sub-type



Early Gospels:  
Infancy Gospels

Infancy Gospel of James

Infancy Gospel of Thomas

Early Gospels:  
Fragmentary Gospels

Gospel of Peter

Gospel of the Savior

Mystical Gospel of Mark

Egerton Gospel

Gospel Oxyrhynchus 840

Gospel Oxyrhynchus 1224

Early Gospels:  
Jewish-Christian Gospels

Gospel of the Hebrews

Gospel of the Ebionites

Gospel of the Nazoreans

So—based on what we have seen so far—what 
kind of literature is a “gospel”?

MANUSCRIPT EVIDENCE  
FOR THE NT GOSPELS



Manuscript data
Papyrus Date Contents

P52 125 A tiny fragment of the Gospel of John
POxy 409 150 Fragment of the Gospel of Peter?

P90 175 Fragment of the Gospel of John
P98 2nd cent. Fragment of Acts

POxy 2949 200 Fragments of the Gospel of Peter
POxy 1 200 Fragments of the Gospel of Thomas

POxy 654 200 Fragments of the Gospel of Thomas
POxy 655 200 Fragments of the Gospel of Thomas

P66 200 Gospel of John
P46 200 Letters of Paul

P64,67 200 Fragments of the Gospel of Matthew
P45 250 Four Gospels + Acts

P69, POxy 2383 250 Fragment of Marcion’s Euangelion?

Manuscript data
Codex Date Contents
P13 300 Hebrews
P45 250 Four Gospels and Acts
P46 200 Letters of Paul
P47 250 Revelation
P66 200 John
P69 250 Luke 22
P72 300 1 and 2 Peter, Jude
P75 250 Luke, John

Manuscript data
Codices of single books

John 16
Matthew 14
Acts 10
Luke 7
Romans 6
Hebrews 5
Revelation 5
1 Corinthians 4
James 3
Mark 1

1 John 1
Philippians 1
1 Thessalonians 1
Titus 1
Ephesians 1
Galatians 1
Philemon 1
1 Peter 1
Jude 1

Manuscript data for the 
Gospels

Codices of 2 books

Luke, John 2
Matthew, John 1
Mark, John 1
Matthew, Acts 1
John, James 1
1 & 2 Corinthians 1
1 & 2 Thessalonians 1
Ephesians & 2 Thess 1

Manuscript data
Codices with 3 or more books

P46 200 Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1  
Thessalonians, Hebrews

P45 3C Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts
P72 3C/4C 1 and 2 Peter, Jude
P61 700 Romans, 1 Corinthians, Philippians, 

Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, Titus, Philemon
P74 7C Acts, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1,2 & 3 John, Jude

Preliminary Observations

All 4 NT gospels attested from early 3C

Matthew & John equally popular 

Much more popular than Mark or Luke

GPeter & GThomas have early attestation

Stabilization of Gospel MSS reflects 
increasing wealth and status of Christians



A Gospel Taster

Unique Matthew
Matt 18:16-17: But if you are not listened to, take one or two 
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed 
by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.


Matt 23:1-3: Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 
disciples, "The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat; 
therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do 
not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach."

Uniquely Mark

Mark 9:49: For everyone will be salted 
with fire.


Mark 9:50b: Have salt in yourselves, and 
be at peace with one another.

Unique Luke
Luke 2:41-52: Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 
Passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 
43 When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind 
in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of 
travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their 
relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search 
for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; 
and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father 
and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." 49 He said to them, "Why were you 
searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" 50 But they 
did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

Shared Tradition
Mark 1:21-22: They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and 
taught. 22 They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes.


= (!) Matt 4:13-16: He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun 
and Naphtali, 4:14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 4:15 "Land 
of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles-- 4:16 the 
people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of 
death light has dawned."


= Luke 4:31-32: He went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee, and was teaching them on the sabbath. 32 
They were astounded at his teaching, because he spoke with authority.


Matt 7:28-29: Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his 
teaching, 7:29 for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.


John 2:12: After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples; and they 
remained there a few days.

Uniquely John
John 1:1-18: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 
He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a 
man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified 
to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.'") 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The 
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.



Uniquely Thomas

Thom 77:2: Jesus said, "I am the light 
that is over all things. I am all: from me all 
came forth, and to me all attained. 2 Split 
a piece of wood; I am there. 3 Lift up the 
stone, and you will find me there."

Orphan Tradition
Then each of them went home, 8:1 while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in 
the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat down 
and began to teach them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had 
been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, 4 they said to him, 
"Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. 5 Now in the 
law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" 6 They said 
this to test him, so that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent 
down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he 
straightened up and said to them, "Let anyone among you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her." 8 And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. 
9 When they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and 
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus straightened up 
and said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" 11 She said, 
"No one, sir." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now 
on do not sin again." 

Infancy tales
Boyhood deeds of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 
I, Thomas the Israelite, am reporting to you, all my non-Jewish brothers and sisters, to make known the 
extraordinary childhood deeds of our Lord Jesus Christ - what he did after his birth in my region. This is 
how it all started:  
 
When this boy, Jesus, was five years old, he was playing at the ford of a rushing stream. He was 
collecting the flowing water into ponds and made the water instantly pure. He did this with a single 
command. He then made soft clay and shaped it into twelve sparrows. He did this on the sabbath day, 
and many other boys were playing with him.  But when a Jew saw what Jesus was doing while playing 
on the sabbath day, he immediately went off and told Joseph, Jesus' father: "See here, your boy is at the 
ford and has taken mud and fashioned twelve birds with it, and so has violated the sabbath." So Joseph 
went there, and as soon as he spotted him he shouted, "Why are you doing what's not permitted on the 
sabbath?" But Jesus simply clapped his hands and shouted to the sparrows: "Be off, fly away, and 
remember' me, you who are now alive!" And the sparrows took off and flew away noisily. 
 
The Jews watched with amazement, then left the scene to report to their leaders what they had seen 
Jesus doing. 	 	 	 	 [Infancy Gospel of Thomas 1:1–7]

Books about Jesus
John 20:30–31 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name.


John 21:25 But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them 
were written down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that 
would be written.


Luke 1:1–4 Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events 
that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those who from 
the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I too decided, after 
investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, 
most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the truth concerning the things about 
which you have been instructed.

What have we found?


