
KINGDOM COME
Excavating the Lord’s Prayer

Familiar words
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our tresspasses

as we forgive those who tresspass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory

for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemporary 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

Matthew

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come.  
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts,  
as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
And do not bring us to the time of trial,  
but rescue us from the evil one.

(Matthew 6:9–13 NRSV)

Luke

Father, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. 

Give us each day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

And do not bring us to the time of trial.

(Luke 11:2–4 NRSV)



Matthew & Luke

• Differences in words


• Differences in tone


• Differences in context

A third ancient text

Our Father who [ is ] in heaven.

May your name be acclaimed as holy,

may your kingdom come.

May your will come to pass on earth as it does in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread,

and cancel for us our debt,

as we cancel [debts] for those who are indebted to us.

And do not bring us into temptation,

but preserve us from evil.

For power and glory are yours forever.

And do not pray as the wicked [do]; 

pray instead this way, as the Lord directed in his gospel:

Pray this way thrice daily.

Didache 8:2 [Niederwimmer, Hermeneia, 134]

Going deeper …

Sayings Gospel Q
Father -- may your name be kept holy! 

-- let your reign come:


Our day's bread give us today;


and cancel our debts for us,

as we too have cancelled for those in debt to us;


and do not put us to the test!


—International Q Project

Jesus Seminar

Abba/Father,

Your name be revered.

Impose your imperial rule.

Provide us with the bread we need day by day

And forgive us our sins 
since we too forgive everyone in debt to us. 
And please don't subject us to test after test.



Spirit of the Lord’s Prayer

• What is God like?


• What is the kingdom?


• How does it come?


• Food for the journey


• No more debt, no more sin


• Evil has no power

???


GOOD NEWS 


???

Christians are formed 

by the way in which they pray

Abba our God, 

whom the heavens disclose,

may your name be held holy,

your authority come.

May your longing be fulfilled 

as in heaven, so on earth.

Give us today 

the bread of tomorrow,

and cancel our debts

as we have already

forgiven our debtors.

Do not draw us in

to sinful enticement 

but set us free

from the grip of evil;

for authority 

and power 

and glory

are yours alone, for ever.

Amen


Alternative Service Book, 1980 (UK)

What if … 
we believed these words? 

we lived by them?
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